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tow
ard a m

ore fruitful co-existence.“» [new
s.

sm
h.com

.au]

«... Above all it is the fi rst visit of Benedict 
XVI to a m

ajority Christian O
rthodox coun-

try. Cyprus is not only a crossroads, said Fa-
ther Lom

bardi, a bridge betw
een Europe and 

the M
iddle East, but w

as also a very im
portant 

land in the life of the early Christian com
m

uni-
ty (referring to St. Barnabas and St. Paul) and 
for centuries has been linked to the H

oly Land, 
so beloved by Christians.

... O
f course, Father Lom

bardi stresses, the 
choice of Cyprus to present the preparatory do-
cum

ent of the Synod of Bishops of the M
iddle 

East is a clear sign that the Pope considers 
Cyprus a privileged m

eeting point for Christi-
ans of the region and certainly w

ants to speak 
not only to Catholics but to all inhabitants of 
the region including those of other religions, 
M

uslim
s and Jew

s, as part of the Catholic 
Churches com

m
itm

ent to hum
an and spiritual 

developm
ent and a dialogue that builds peace.» 

[w
w

w
.asianew

s.it]

«Pope Benedict (R
) talks w

ith Sufi  m
ystic 

Sheikh N
azim

, surrounded by other M
uslim

 
clergym

en, during their m
eeting before the 

m
ass at the Church of the H

oly Cross at the 
U

.N
.-controlled buffer zone of the divided ca-

pital of N
icosia June 5, 2010.

Pope Benedict held a surprise m
eeting w

ith a 
T

urkish Cypriot Islam
ic leader from

 the divi-
ded island on Saturday, underscoring his view 
that inter-religious dialogue should be used as 
an inspiration for reunion.» [R

EU
T

ER
S/O

s-
servatore R

om
ano]

«Benedict had a brief encounter w
ith Sheikh 

N
azım

, the 88-year-old head of the N
aqsh-

bandi-H
aqqani Sufi  order based in northern 

Cyprus, the Vatican said.
A m

oderate M
uslim

 leader, Sheikh N
a zım

 
is the 41st sheikh in the line of the order. It 
claim

s hundreds of thousands of follow
ers and 

is grow
ing in popularity across Europe and the 

U
S. T

he brief but sym
bolic encounter took 

place outside the sm
all Church of the H

oly 
Cross, w

hich is in the buffer zone, a no-m
an’s 

land splitting Cyprus into a north and south 
and patrolled by U

nited N
ations troops.

“I am
 happy to com

e here to visit a great 
m

an. …
 M

ay G
od grant him

 a good life here 
and in the hereafter,” Sheikh N

azım
 told re-

porters as he arrived in the church com
plex, 

w
hich has served as the pope’s residence duri-

ng his three-day trip.
Benedict XVI is only visiting the south of 

the island, territory run by the G
reek Cypri-

ot adm
inistration, and N

azım
 cam

e from
 the 

T
urkish north for the m

eeting. “I am
 happy. 

…
 I hope that despite our faults our hearts are 

m
oving in the sam

e direction,” said Sheikh 
N

azım
, w

hose follow
ers include singer Yusuf 

Islam
, form

erly know
n as Cat Stevens.

T
he pope has said his visit is not political 

and has m
ostly skirted around the highly com

-
plex issue of Cyprus’ division.

But in a speech to Archbishop Chrysostom
os 

II, head of Cyprus’ O
rthodox Church, Benedict 

said he hoped all “could fi nd the w
isdom

 and 
strength to w

ork together for a just settle-
m

ent.”
H

e urged all to “strive for peace and reconci-
liation and to build for future generations a so-
ciety distinguished by respect for the rights of 
all, including the inalienable rights to freedom

 
of conscience and freedom

 of w
orship.”» [w

w
w

.
todayszam

an.com
]
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T
he film

 of the m
eeting can be w

atched on SA
L

T
A

N
A

T
.O

R
G

M
awlânâ Sheikh N

â|im
meets Pope Benedict X

V
I 

Saturday, June 5, 2010, a short refreshing m
eeting betw

een M
aw

lânâ Sheikh N
azim

 and H
is H

olyness Pope 
Benedict XVI took place in front of the Apostolic N

unciature in N
icosia. (Photo: AP)
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Benedict XVI and Sheikh N
â |im

 em
brace each other. 

Photos from
 the fi lm

 Saltanat.org

«O
ne interesting encounter happened on the 

w
ay to the M

ass. T
he Pope m

et w
ith Shaykh 

M
uham

m
ad N

azim
 Adil Al-H

aqqain, a leading 
Sufi M

uslim
 leader from

 N
othern Cyprus. H

e 
lives near the Church in the T

urkish part of N
i-

cosia. T
he tw

o m
en m

et, and both m
entioned 

how
 old they w

ere, since they are both in their 

Reports in the Press

The dialogue between M
awlânâ and the Pope:

Benedict XVI: ... T
hank you!

M
aw

lânâ: T
hank you, Sir! 

80s. T
he tw

o m
en exchanged gifts and em

bra-
ced, and then the Pope proceeded to M

ass.
Pope Greets M

uslim Leader in Cyprus
(05 Jun 10 – RV) On Saturday Afternoon, ahead 
of M

ass with the priests, deacons, religious and 
ecclesial m

ovem
ents in H

oly Cross Church, N
i-

cosia, Pope Benedict XVI m
et with the spiritual 

Benedict XVI: W
e regret for ... unfortunate ...

M
aw

lânâ: Very happy. Very happy, G
od bless 

you.
Benedict XVI: T

hank you. G
od bless you also.  

M
aw

lânâ: Pray for m
e.

Benedict XVI: I w
ill pray for you ...

M
aw

lânâ: ... I am
 so old one.

Benedict XVI: I am
 also old. 

M
aw

lânâ: And this area is m
y hom

e, just 
here. Behind this m

y house, I am
 grow

ing. 
Subªânallâh. O

ne day I am
 m

eeting H
is H

oli-
ness to be here, that is m

ost surprising event. 
M

âshâ’allâh, mâshâ’allâh. 
Benedict XVI: G

od bless you. G
ive m

y gree-
tings to all brothers and sisters ... G

od bless 
you.
M

aw
lânâ and Pope hug each other.

M
aw

lânâ: G
ood one. O

pen it [the present for 
the Pope].
Exchange of presents.
Few

 later in the car: I am
 happy w

ith ... O
nly 

I w
as thinking that H

is H
oliness is younger 

than m
e. But he is m

ore than m
e. – I am

 hap-
py. And I hope that the Lord of H

eavens m
akes 

our hearts on the sam
e direction to love each 

other and to help each other here and hereafter 
under the fl ags of Prophets, under the fl ags of 
holy ones. H

oly ones’ love gives life ...
R

eporter w
om

an: W
hat did you say w

ith the 
Pope, Sir?
O

thers: Peace, peace of all!
W

om
an’s voice: T

hank you people, thank you 
so m

uch for your help.
[The fi lm

 in full length can be watched on Sal-
tanat.org.]
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said. T
he pope gave the sheik com

m
em

orative 
m

edals of his pontifi cate.
T

he sheik asked the pope if he could em
brace 

him
, the pope said, “yes,” and the w

hole thing 
w

as over in just 3 or 4 m
inutes, the spokesm

an 
said. “It w

as brief and very beautiful.”»

«Sufi  m
ystic Sheikh N

azim
 (seated) w

aits w
ith 

other M
uslim

 clergym
en and aides for an au-

dience w
ith of Pope Benedict XVI outside 

N
icosia’s Latin Church of the H

oly Cross on 
the G

reen Line in the divided capital of Cyprus 
w

here the pontiff celebrated m
ass on June 5, 

2010, on the second day of his visit to the m
ain-

ly G
reek O

rthodox east M
editerranean island.» 

[topics.abcnew
s]

«W
hile the pontiff did not specifi cally m

ention 
Islam

 in his rem
arks, he is know

n to be keen for 
closer dialogue.

T
he pope w

as not scheduled to visit the north 
of Cyprus. H

ow
ever, a prom

inent Sufi  M
uslim

 
m

ystic w
ho lives in the north, Sheikh N

azim
, 

travelled to N
icosia’s Franciscan church of the 

H
oly Cross, in the U

N
 buffer zone, and m

et 
him

 just before he celebrated m
ass on Satur-

day. N
azim

 asked the pope to pray for him
, 

and he responded: „I w
ill pray for you, and you 

pray for m
e.“

O
n Friday, on his fl ight to Cyprus, he told 

journalists that „w
e m

ust be able to talk to 
our M

uslim
 brothers and pursue this dialogue 

leader of a Sufi m
ovem

ent in Cyprus. Vatican 
Press Office Director, Fr. Federico Lom

bardi, 
says that Sheik M

oham
m

ed N
azim

 Abil Al-
H

aqqani, the spiritual leader of a Sufi m
ove-

m
ent, was seated along the Pope’s processional 

route towards the Church of the H
oly Cross. Fr 

Lom
bardi said : “The Pope stopped to greet the 

89 year old religious leader, who welcom
ed him

 
by saying “I am

 very old” to which the Pope 
replied “so am

 I”. H
e then told the Pope that 

he lived close to the Church and had wanted to 
com

e to greet him
, and he gifted Pope Benedict 

with an decorated piece of wood, a plaque with 
an Islam

ic inscription and a rosary. The Pope 
gifted the religious leader a m

edal and they em
-

braced”. Fr Lom
bardi com

m
ented that Sheik 

M
oham

m
ed N

azim
 Abil Al-H

aqqani is active 
in inter faith dialogue and described his gesture 
as one of “Islam

ic fraternity”. Earlier today Fr 
Lom

bardi held a press conference on the pro-
gress of the Papal trip so far.» [Radio Vatican]

«Pope Benedict XVI held an unscheduled m
ee-

ting w
ith M

aw
lânâ Sheikh N

â|im
 in the after-

noon of  June 5.
D

uring his visit to Cyprus June 4-6, Pope 
Benedict stayed at the nunciature, w

hich is 
located on the edge of the line separating the 
South from

 the N
orth. Pope Benedict did not 

visit the northern part of the island during his 
trip; the chief m

ufti of Cyprus – the religious 
leader of the M

uslim
 com

m
unity – invited the 

pope to cross the U
.N

.-patrolled buffer zone, 
but refused to go south to m

eet the pope.
Jesuit Father Federico Lom

bardi, Vatican 
spokesm

an, said Sheik N
azim

 w
as seated on a 

chair on the street leading from
 the nunciature 

to the church w
here the pope w

as about to ce-
lebrate M

ass.
As the pope passed in procession on the w

ay 
to the church, he stopped to greet the sheik, 
Father Lom

bardi said.
T

he sheik told the pope, “I’m
 sorry. I’m

 very 
old, so I sat to w

ait,” the spokesm
an said. T

he 
pope responded, “I’m

 old, too,” he said. Sheik 
N

azim
 brought the pope a w

alking stick and a 
set of M

uslim
 prayer beads, Father Lom

bardi 


