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 Youssef Sou-
eif, 

the 
M

aronite 
Archbishop 

of 
Cyprus, 

stressed 
that 

the 
visit 

of 
Pope 

Benedict 
“is a grand and 

im
portant 

event 
in 

the 
recent 

history of Cyprus 
and is a gesture 

of love and peace”.
 

Announ-
cing the schedule 

of the apostolic 
trip of the Pope to 

Cyprus, he said 
that the head of the 

Rom
an Catho-

lic Church arrives 
at Paphos Air-

port. A pilgrim
age 

and ecum
enical 

prayer will follow 
at 

Colum
n 

of 
Saint Paul, at the 

Church of Saint Kyriaki. On Saturday, June 5th Pope will m
eet with President of the Cyprus 

Republic, Dem
etris Christofi as. H

e will also m
eet with the Catholic com

m
unity of Cyprus 

( M
aronites and Latins) at the Elem

entary School of Saint M
aronas in Anthoupolis. H

e will 
visit the Archbishop of Cyprus, Chrysostom

os II and in the afternoon he hold H
oly M

ass at 
the H

oly Cross Latin church where he will m
eet with the whole of the clergy and laity, who 

are dedicated to the pastoral service.
 On Sunday, the schedule includes H

oly M
ass at “Eleftheria” Sports Stadium

, at the end 
of which the Pope will present to all prelates of Catholic churches in the M

iddle East the 
“Instrum

entum
 Laboris”, the text to prepare the m

eeting of bishops on the issue of Chris-
tians in the M

iddle East, which will be held in Rom
e in October. The conclusion of the day 

and the visit will be with players to the Virgin M
ary at the Virgin M

ary of Graces M
aronite 

Cathedral, at Paphos Gate.
 Soueif said that the visit of the Pope to Cyprus “will be a great opportunity to prom

ote 
hum

ane and Christian principles and values, based on freedom
, forgiveness, reconciliation 

and peace”. During this pastoral trip, the successor of Saint Peter is m
aking a pilgrim

age, fol-
lowing the steps of Saint Paul, he added, saying that the H

oly Father in a spirit of brotherly 
dilection is m

eeting the Orthodox Church, all the churches and all the people of goodwill.
 “In a spiritual disposition, ecclesiastical and cultural, though the joy of resurrected Jesus, 

we are preparing to welcom
e Pope Benedict XVI in our country, where his presence am

ong 
us will be a blessing,” he noted.

 The representative of Archbishop of Cyprus, Dem
osthenis Dem

osthenous said that the 
Church of Cyprus expresses joy and pleasure for the apostolic trip of Pope Benedict to the 
island, a historic visit. “It will m

ark as we believe the history of Cyprus towards the hori-
zons of peace, sym

biosis and the fi nal reconciliation”, he added, noting that Christians will 
give a global exam

ple of peace, solidarity and peace. “Cyprus welcom
es joyful Pope Benedict 

XVI”.
 Asked if the Pope will m

eet with the Turkish Cypriot im
am

 of Turkish occupied occupied 
Lefke village, as Turkish Cypriot press reports suggest, N

uncio Franco said that for the tim
e 

being he is not aware of such an issue, but there is still tim
e. “W

hen there is such a question 
we will deal with it,” he added. (www.papalvisit.org.cy)   ◆
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W
elcom

e, H
is H

oliness
Pope Benedict XVI!

[continuation] 

O Jesus Christ, peace be upon you, where are you 
sitting?“

“O Shaykh N
â|im

, ask m
y nation where I am

 
sitting. W

ho can you ask? You m
ay ask bishops, popes, 

you m
ay ask patriarchs where am

 I sitting.“
„O Jesus Christ, I can see a history of outlooking, and 

your followers are claim
ing that you dressed in only one 

piece of cloth and like that you went up to your Lord. 
Didn’t you have such clothes to go up to your Lord in, 
only one piece of cloth?“

 Is that logical? H
ow can that be? And they claim

 that 
the Lord accepted him

 naked and said to him
, „Sit at M

y 
right hand?“ H

ow can that be true? I am
 asking m

y Chris-
tian brothers. And Pope Benedict is asking to visit this 
hum

ble place in the M
editerranean Sea. So m

any stories 
have reached m

e that he m
ay com

e for a visit to one who 
is addressing people every night. But he has not yet m

ade 
his fi nal decision to com

e and visit an old one here. And 
I am

 saying that he and I are servants of the Lord. And 
I am

 inviting H
is H

oliness throughout the east and the 
west. The Pope m

ay hear this, and he is welcom
e. W

e are 
welcom

ing everyone; only Shay†ân is not welcom
e! N

o! 
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But from
 M

ankind everyone m
ay com

e. I 
am

 welcom
ing them

. If I have enough pos-
sibility to m

ake a welcom
e for him

, I will 
do. Although I am

 a zero person, he has an 
honour. I am

 a poor one, an old person, but I 
am

 happy if it com
es to H

is H
oliness’ heart 

to visit. H
e is welcom

e. I will even com
e out 

of m
y house to welcom

e him
 and salute him

. 
H

e m
ust not be in doubt, thinking, “W

hat 
is his deal with m

e?” N
o, we are respectful 

people, we are respectful people. Salafî ‘ul-
am

â’, what you are saying?
Ó

adîth an-N
abiyy:

„Idhâ atâkum
 karîm

a  qaw
m

 fâ’kri-
m

ûhu.
Give 

a 
warm

 
welcom

e 
to 

heads 
of 

tribes.”
Give your respect to a person who is hon-

oured and respected in his nation; that is an 
order. If he is com

ing, I will give him
 honour 

and respect for his position in his nation. 
W

e are not putting him
 down, no; that is 

not good m
anners in Islam

. W
hoever com

es 

m
ust be given our respect. I was thinking 

to try and write a letter to invite H
is H

oli-
ness, but holy ones are telling m

e there is 
no need; you m

ay give your invitation from
 

east to west. I am
 very happy to invite him

 
and to honour him

. H
e is welcom

e. This 
broadcast m

ay reach H
is H

oliness, he m
ust 

not be afraid of anyone, and he m
ay com

e. 
Even if the Christian leaders on this island, 
are not inviting him

. But I am
 a zero person; 

if he is giving an honour to m
e by com

ing, 
Allâh subªânahu wa ta‘âlâ will grant to him

 
what H

e wants to grant.
The whole Christian world, the whole 

Catholic world m
ay hear and understand 

that we are following the steps of the 
prophets. W

elcom
e! If he doesn’t com

e he is 
responsible. Yes, I also have a tray like Jesus 
Christ, who was granted a tray with twelve 
kinds of foods on it. I m

ay fi nd olives, bread, 
fi sh, not chicken, but twelve kinds of Allâh 
Alm

ighty’s lu†uf, grants, to offer to H
is H

o-
liness. W

elcom
e to you!!

And also, our Salafî ‘ulam
â’, if they are 

asking to com
e, welcom

e. If jalâlatu mâlik, 
the king of Arabia, is not so proud, he m

ay 
com

e here and I m
ay do m

y best for him
 also. 

For the Dalai Lam
a there is no need; every 

day he is eating such things. If the Am
erican 

President Obam
a is asking to com

e, I m
ay 

m
ake istiqbâl, welcom

ing him
. If he wants to 

com
e. If he should be so mutawâ¡i‘a, hum

ble, 
he m

ay com
e! I am

 happy to welcom
e him

, 
and I will serve him

 twelve or m
ore kinds of 
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fruits and foods. If his Excellency, President 
Obam

a, or H
er M

ajesty the Queen, is ask-
ing to com

e, welcom
e! W

e (in Cyprus) were 
once upon a tim

e her grandfather’s citizens. 
If H

er M
ajesty wants to com

e, welcom
e!

Som
etim

es I am
 an easy person and som

e-
tim

es I am
 very diffi cult , because m

y heart 
hangs to heavens; I am

 not speaking on be-
half of m

y ego, no. W
elcom

e, welcom
e to 

H
er M

ajesty also. 
Fâtiªah.
Only our Turkish governm

ent people 
never like to com

e! If they com
e, I will wel-

com
e them

 also, particularly generals. If 

they com
e, I am

 taking all generals out and 
stopping all judgm

ents, fi nished. And H
er 

M
ajesty teaches us to say “H

ip H
ip!! H

oo-
ray!! H

ip H
ip!! H

ooray!! H
ip H

ip!! H
oo-

ray!!” Sound the cannons, seven talqas! Yes!
Fâtiªah.
Too m

uch? Because they are giving for m
y 

birthday. For H
er M

ajesty’s birthday they 
are drinking whiskey, and for m

y birthday I 
am

 drinking water!
Fâtiªah.
... A

llâhu akbar, A
llâhu akbar. M

âshâ’ A
l-

lâh, M
âshâ’ A

llâh, A
llâhu akbar, A

llâhu ak-
bar. Subªâna llâh.    ◆

N
icosia, Apr 12 (CN

A) – The visit of H
oly Father Pope Benedict XVI to Cyprus is a 

pastoral visit with m
any dim

ensions, the Apostolic N
uncio in Cyprus, Antonio Franco 

stressed in a press conference on M
onday, in which the Catholic Church in Cyprus (M

aro-
nites and Latins) publicised the schedule of the Pope’s visit to the island.

 The visit was offi cially announced last Saturday in Rom
e and N

icosia.
 N

uncio Franco said that the three days visit of Pope Benedict starts on June 4th in 
Paphos, on the western coast, where he will have a m

om
ent of pilgrim

age on the footstep 
of Saint Paul. On Saturday the Pope will m

eet with Archbishop of Cyprus, Chrysostom
os 

II and on Sunday the Pope will present to all prelates of Catholic churches in the M
iddle 

East the “Instrum
entum

 Laboris” the docum
ent for the Synod of M

iddle East, in next 
October, he added.

 N
uncio underlined that “it is the fi rst tim

e that a Pope visits the island but the Chri-
stian presence in the island is Apostolic, com

es from
 the preaching and the presence of Paul 

and Barnaba on the island is the characteristic history of the island. It is really for m
e and 

for all of us to receive the H
oly Father in this pastoral visit here in Cyprus”.

 “W
e m

ust prepare for this visit so it m
ay bring fruits of a spiritual renewal in our 

com
m

unities because the Pope com
es as the head of the Catholic churches but also as the 

spiritual leader to bring and stress the spiritual values to orient our lives, the lives of every 
Christian, every believer,” he said.                                                                               ☞

☞
☞
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Pope’s visit to Cyprus historic,
say Catholics and Orthodox


