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Dastûr, yâ Sayyidî, yâ Sul†ânu l­Awliyâ’. 
Madad, yâ Rijâlallâh.

A‘ûdhu bi-llâhi mina sh-shay†âni r-rajîm, 
bismi llâhi r-raªmâni r-raªîm.

w e e k l y  f r o m  c y p r u s 

c f .  Audio­Podcast  www.be f or e -armageddon . com , L i  No.  463

Mostly people are coming from long 
distances and they understand 
English. Inshâ’ Allâh, I am asking 

our masters, particularly the master of ma­
sters, Sultanu l­Awliyâ’, to support us and 
grant us something that maybe useful for 
me, for you.

Collection Idéale P. S.; 490. Scènes et types – Chameliers traversant le Désert.
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We are saying:
Ashhadu an lâ ilâha illâllâh
wa ashhadu ana sayyidinâ muªammadan ‘ab-

duhu wa ªabîbihu wa rasûluh.
This is the well known kalimatu l-ikhlâ¶. 

Lâ ilâha ill-Allâh, Muªammadun rasûlullah. 
It is the biggest pleasure for a person to be 
able to say: ‘Lâ ilâha ill-Allâh, Muªammadun 
rasûlullah’. There are millions of people who 
can’t say this. For us it is easy to say: ‘Lâ 
ilâha ill-Allâh’... 

[short Dhikr:] Lâ ilâha ill-Allâh ... lâ ilâha 
ill-Allâh ... lâ ilâha ill-Allâh ...

It is the biggest pleasure, the biggest trea­
sure, for a person to be able to say: ‘Lâ ilâha 
ill-Allâh, Muªammadun rasûlullah’!

Oh people, it is a short life. As the Pro­
phet – peace be upon him – said: “The life 
of someone from my Ummah is going to be 
between 60 and 70 years and it is very rare 
for someone to go on from 70 to 80, 90, and 
a 100, very rare.” It is a short life and we 
must try to reach something in our short 
life period, to collect some treasures.

So many histories have been written in old 
books which give people good lessons. And 
in some Islamic books it is written that once 
upon a time a caravan was travelling from one 
city to another. Before they could reach the 
other city, nighttime came and everyone was 
tired. The people were given a break to rest 
and they stopped to make camp. One person 
came and said to them: “Oh people of the cara­
van, do you know, where we have stopped?”

“We cannot see anything here, because it 
is so dark!”

“Yes, this is true, but I know – it is just 
mentioned in our old books – that in this 
valley lie precious stones like emerald, 
ruby, diamond, and pearls. So many kinds 
of jewels. Every piece of this land is such a 
precious stone. Oh people, listen to me and 
try to take something from here!”

Some of them said: “Now we are so tired, 
we aren’t able to move and look for such 

things. It doesn’t matter! We may sleep and 
take our rest.”

Some of them believed in that person and 
tried to collect some stones. Some of them 
collected a lot of stones and some of them 
were only taking one handful and putting 
it in their pockets. Some people were tak­
ing more, and some people were taking less. 
Some others were not taking anything at 
all.

Before dawn came they prepared them­
selves to move and everyone collected what 
was necessary for them to travel. They 
started on their way and when dawn began 
and lights were appearing they wanted to 
see what it was they had collected. They 
looked and saw such beautiful precious 
stones. Some of them were very happy that 
they had filled all their bags. Others said: 
“Why did we leave half of our bags empty, 
why did we not put in much more?” Some 
of them said: “Why did we only fill our po­
ckets?” And others said: “We didn’t take 
even one single stone from there!”

This is a good lesson for people’s lives. 
This is a good example of Dunyâ, our life on 
this planet, in this world.

And who said: “Oh people, wake up! Oh 
people, wake up and fill your bags with as 
much as you can, because this is a place 
filled with precious stones”?

Now we are living in this world and Allah 
Almighty has sent Anbiyâ’, Prophets, and 
the Prophets said: “Oh people, look! Carry 
in your short life as much as you can. Carry! 
What are those precious materials? They are 
‘amalu ¶-¶âliª, good deeds and servanthood, 
and to believe, Imân. Look and take as much 
as possible, because you should find those 
things when dawn is coming and lights are 
appearing. Then you should know what it 
was you were collecting!”

But mostly people are drunk. “Eh,” they 
say, “what will we do with those stones! 
Our bags are full of so many things, should 

we take more stones? For what? There is no 
need. We are not listening to such foolish­
ness!” They are saying this and never tak­
ing anything. They are coming empty and 
going empty, yes, therefore this life is in 
darkness now. Prophets came and said: ‘Oh 
people! Try to collect as much precious ser­
vanthood as you can to reach your Lord’s 
pleasure!” But they are not listening, say­
ing: “Ehhh?” They don’t believe in the next 
life.

Once upon a time there came some atheists, 
unbelievers, to visit Sayyidinâ ‘Alî – Allah 
blesses him – and they said: “We are coming 
to visit you to have a discussion.”

Sayyidinâ ‘Alî said: “Discussion maybe, 
but argument I don’t accept. Argument 
is forbidden, but to discuss something is 
okay.”

They said: “As you like. You are the 
Imam, Imam of the Muslims. You say that 
there is another life beyond this life on 
earth. You say that this is a short life and 
beyond it there is an eternal life and you be­
lieve such a thing and you say for an action: 
‘This is ªalâl’ and ‘This is ªarâm’. Also you 
are praying and fasting so much and doing 
so many things that give trouble to your­
selves – you are not living freely. Freedom 
is so beautiful. To be free means there is no 
ªalâl, permitted, and no ªarâm, forbidden. 
Everything is ªalâl, and nothing is ªarâm 
– this is our philosophical position. You are 
carrying so many difficulties – we are free! 
We do anything we like. What do you say 
about that?”

Sayyidinâ ‘Alî said: “I am asking you 
one question. You say that you are so hap­
py in your life, because you are free to do 
anything, and you are not preventing your 
egos from doing anything.” “Yes, that may 
be.”

“And you say that we are carrying heavy 
burdens, because if something is ªarâm, we 



must not do it, and also we must pray, we 
must fast, we must give charity, we must go 
on ªajj – such things. Yes, oh people, you 
are saying this.” Sayyidinâ ‘Alî continued, 
“One question: Do you think that a day is 
coming when we will be at the same point?” 
They understood quickly ... “Now every­
one – those doing good and those doing bad 
– are coming day by day to reach zero point. 
Yes?”

They said, “Yes.”
“That means you are going to be zero one 

day and we are also going to be zero. What­
ever you got of pleasure from doing eve­
rything that you wanted, will be finished 
when our lives are zero. And you say: ‘We 
tasted everything in our life.’ But on that 
day all pleasure that you ran after, will be 
zero, finished. And what you say about us 
that we are carrying so many heavy burdens 
to do this, to do that, from prayers ... is also 
going on, going on until the last day when 
it will also be zero. That means that you are 
going to be zero and we are also reaching 
to zero.

Now, there is a question. When you are 
zero and we are zero, zero is equal to zero. 
You are not going to be able to reach some­
thing that you want to. And we are going 
to be zero and we won’t have to carry 
anything. You are going to be zero, and we 
are going to be zero. Yes?” “Yes, as you say, 
we accept.”

“Now another question”, Sayyidinâ ‘Alî 
said, “Oh unbelievers, oh materialists, oh 
atheists! If as you say, there is nothing be­
yond this life, you and us will be equal. But 
you must think: If we should find what we 
believe in, we are going to reach endless 
pleasures. Think about yourselves, though, 
what is going to come on your heads!”

And at this point Hazrati ‘Alî was hitt­
ing their heads tak... tak... “What is going 
to come on your heads, if there is Paradise 
and Hell? What should be your position? At 
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we take more stones? For what? There is no 
need. We are not listening to such foolish­
ness!” They are saying this and never tak­
ing anything. They are coming empty and 
going empty, yes, therefore this life is in 
darkness now. Prophets came and said: ‘Oh 
people! Try to collect as much precious ser­
vanthood as you can to reach your Lord’s 
pleasure!” But they are not listening, say­
ing: “Ehhh?” They don’t believe in the next 
life.

Once upon a time there came some atheists, 
unbelievers, to visit Sayyidinâ ‘Alî – Allah 
blesses him – and they said: “We are coming 
to visit you to have a discussion.”

Sayyidinâ ‘Alî said: “Discussion maybe, 
but argument I don’t accept. Argument 
is forbidden, but to discuss something is 
okay.”

They said: “As you like. You are the 
Imam, Imam of the Muslims. You say that 
there is another life beyond this life on 
earth. You say that this is a short life and 
beyond it there is an eternal life and you be­
lieve such a thing and you say for an action: 
‘This is ªalâl’ and ‘This is ªarâm’. Also you 
are praying and fasting so much and doing 
so many things that give trouble to your­
selves – you are not living freely. Freedom 
is so beautiful. To be free means there is no 
ªalâl, permitted, and no ªarâm, forbidden. 
Everything is ªalâl, and nothing is ªarâm 
– this is our philosophical position. You are 
carrying so many difficulties – we are free! 
We do anything we like. What do you say 
about that?”

Sayyidinâ ‘Alî said: “I am asking you 
one question. You say that you are so hap­
py in your life, because you are free to do 
anything, and you are not preventing your 
egos from doing anything.” “Yes, that may 
be.”

“And you say that we are carrying heavy 
burdens, because if something is ªarâm, we 
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that time, if there is nothing from Paradise 
and Hell, you and me are going to be equal. 
But if there is Paradise and Hell as we be­
lieve, we are entering Paradise and you will 
lose everything and go to Hell. Think about 
it!”

They thought and said: “Oh Imam, you 
are so right! Your opinion, what you are say­
ing, is a hundred percent correct according 
to our mentalities. Now we understand that 
we must keep the safe way. The safe way is 
your way. The wrong way is our way! We 
are also saying: 

Ashhadu an lâ ilâha illâ llâh, illâ llâh, illâ 
llâh, wa ashhadu ana sayyidinâ muªammadan 
‘abduhu wa ªabîbihu wa rasûluh, ¶alla-llâhu 
‘alayhi wa sallam!”

Fâtiªah.     ◆
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Rabî‘ ath-thânî
New moon: 5th of April 2008.

The Prophet œ and already the Scholars 
before Islam called the months in which the 
gardens were in fl ower, sweet herbs sprout­
ed and the earth was getting warm “Rabî‘ 
al­awwal and Rabî‘a ath­thânî”. 

The Commander of the Faithful ‘Umar 
ibn al­Kha††âb, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah œ say:

Actions are but by intention and 
every man shall have but that 
which he intended. Thus he 

whose migration was for Allah and His 
Messenger, his migration was for Allah 
and His Messenger, and he whose migra­
tion was to achieve some worldly benefi t 
or to take some woman in marriage, his 
migration was for that for which he mi­
grated.      ◆

Hadith

(from An­Nawawî’s Forty Hadith.)


