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Mundhu nahwi thamanina ‘aman, wal-
‘alamu yata‘arradu miraran wa tikraran li-
sadamatin ‘amiqatin bi-sababi al-intihakati
al-fadihati allatT irtakabatha Dawlatu Isra’'Tla
didda huqiiqi al-insani, wal-qantini ad-
duwaliyyi, wal-a‘rafi ad-diblumasiyyati, wa
didda absati mabadi’i al-insaniyyati. Wa
ya'taqidu al-Yahtdu al-Urthtidhuksu anna
insha’a Dawlati Isra’1la 1a yajiizu illa ba‘da
zuhiri al-Masthi.

Wa idha kanat duwalu al-‘alami al-yawma
f1 sabili ikhraji Isra’1la min zumrati ad-
duwali al-muhtaramati, falaysa f1 dhalika
ayyu mubarririn lil-intigasi mina al-Yahtidi
T jam1'i anha’i al-‘alami.

Wal-haqiqatu anna ar-ritha al-Yahtdiyyata
qad antajat, ‘ala sabili al-mithali i kitabi
Hikayatu al-Hastdim*, riihaniyyatan
balighata al-jamali wa ‘amiqata al-asalati.

Wa yurwa anna hakhaman salihan zara
dhata yawmin ashadda ahlil-madinati
ijjraman, fata‘ajjaba ahadu talamidhihi wa
qala: ,,Ama ya‘'lamu anna hadha ar-rajula
min asharri an-nasi?*

Faqgala sahibuhu: ,,Inna rajulan fT manzilati
hakhamina la yara illa al-khayra.*

Thumma qala al-hakhamu li-dhalika ar-
rajuli:

»Innaka rajulun shirrirun jiddan, wa yadaka
mulattakhatani bid-dima’...

Wa lakin in tub ila Allahi al-ana, falan
tughfara laka dhuniibuka fahasbu, bal
satafliquna jami an.*

Wa qala lléhu ta‘ala:

A

Wa la yajrlmannakum shana’anu gawmin
‘ala alla ta“dilu. I"'dilt, huwa aqrabu lit-

tagwa. (5:8)

Layst sawa’an. Min ahli l-kitabi ummatun
ga'ima ... (3:113-115)

Qul ya ‘ibadiya lladhina asrafui “ala
anfusihim 1a tagnat@i min rahmati 11ah. Inna
llaha yaghfiru dh-dhuniiba jam1‘a. Innahi
huwa I-Ghafuru r-Rahim. (39:53)

Sadaqa llahu 1-‘Azim.
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For around eighty years, the world has
repeatedly been deeply shocked by the State
of Israel’s grave violations of human rights,
international law, diplomatic norms, and
basic humanity. Orthodox Jews believe that
the establishment of a Jewish state is
permissible only after the coming of the
Messiah.

If the nations of the world are now in the
process of removing Israel from the ranks
of honorable states, this would nevertheless
be no reason to demean Jews throughout the
world.

Indeed, the Jewish spirit has produced a
profoundly beautiful and deeply authentic
spirituality, as found, for example, in the
Tales of the Hasidim*).

Once, a pious rabbi visited the worst
wrongdoer in the city, and one of his
disciples wondered, “Doesn’t he know that
this is a thoroughly wicked man?" His
companion replied, “A man of our rabbi's
stature sees only the good."

The rabbi then said to the gangster:

“You are indeed a very wicked man. There
is blood on your hands ...

But if you repent now, you will not merely
be forgiven—you will have surpassed us
all!"

Allah Almighty says:
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“Do not let the hatred of a people lead you
away from justice. Be just; that is nearer to
righteousness." (Qur'an 5:8)

“They are not all alike. Among the People
of the Scripture is an upright community ..."
(Qur'an 3:113-115)

“Say, ‘O My servants who have
transgressed against themselves, do not
despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah
forgives all sins. Indeed, He is the All-
Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”"

(Qur’an 39:53)

*) Martin Buber: Tales of the Hasidim. New York:
Schochen Books, 1991.



