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‘Innahu l-yawmu th-thalithu min
‘ayyami 1-‘1d. Wa-qad "adda 1-hujjaju
manasika I-hajji, wa-raja‘a 'ila
"awtanihim, wa-‘adi ba‘da ma
badhaltihu mina I-jahdi wa-l-mashaqqati
‘112 hayatihimu I-mu‘tadah.

Wa-lladhi yabqa f1 1-quliibi huwa dhikra
makanayni ‘azimayni 1a yumkinu
wasfuhuma: Makkatu 1-Mukarramah
wa-l-Madinatu I-Munawwarah.

Faqadi rtabata n-nabiyyu 'Ibrahimu
‘alayhi s-salam, wa-zawjuhu Hajar, wa-
bnuhuma "Isma‘Tlu “alayhi s-salam, bi-
Makkata rtibatan khalidan 1a yanfasilu
"abadan; fa-minhum kana zuhtiru bi'ri
Zamzam, wa- ala "aydthim rufi‘ati I-
Ka'batu 1-Musharrafah, wa-’ilayhim
tarji‘u manasiku I-hajji kulluha.

Qala Llahu ta‘ala:

«Inna "awwala baytin wudia li-n-nasi
la-1ladh1 bi-Bakkata mubarakan wa-
hudan li-1-‘alamin»

Wa-‘abra l-quriini tazayadat ‘ibadatu I-
asnam, wa-da‘a bi'ru Zamzam, wa-
kada dinu 'Ibrahima ‘alayhi s-salam "an
yandaris. Wa-lakinna Llaha ta‘ala kana
qad wa‘ada 'Ibrahima wa-Hajar "akthara
min marratin ‘an yaj ‘ala min 'Isma‘ila
«'ummatan ‘azimahy.

Thumma taghayyara kullu shay in hina
"asbahat Qurayshun, wa-hiya l-qabilatu
|-“arabiyyatu 1-‘azimah allati tantasibu
‘ila “Ibrahima ‘alayhi s-salam, sayyidata
Makkata wa-hakimataha, wa-kharaja
minha khatamu I-"anbiya’i
Muhammadun salla Llahu ‘alayhi wa-
sallam, fa-’a‘ada d-dina I-haqqa wa-
"ahya millata 'Ibrahima ‘alayhi s-salam.

Wa-qala salla Llahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam
‘an Makkah:

«Wa-Llahi "innaki la-khayru "ardi Llah,
wa- ahabbu "ardi LIahi "ila Llah, wa-
lawla "anni "ukhrijtu minki ma
kharajtuy.

A

It is the third day of Eid. The pilgrims
have completed the rites of Hajj and
returned to their homelands, resuming
their normal lives after all the hardship
and exertion they endured.

What remains in the hearts are the
memories of two indescribably
magnificent places: Makkah al-
Mukarramah and al-Madinah al-
Munawwarah.

The Prophet Ibrahim »3d) 4)le | his wife
Hajar, and their son Isma ‘il 2l 43le are
forever inseparably connected with the
city of Makkah. From them came the
discovery of the well of Zamzam; by
their hands the noble Ka‘bah was raised;
and to them go back all the rites of Hajj.

Allah Almighty says:

“Indeed, the first House established for
mankind was that at Bakkah — blessed
and a guidance for all the worlds.” (Al
‘Imran 3:96)

Throughout the centuries, idol worship
increased, the well of Zamzam was lost,
and the religion of Ibrahim >l 4ile
was close to disappearing. Yet Allah
Almighty had promised Ibrahim and
Hajar more than once that He would
make from Isma‘il “a great nation.”

Then everything changed when

Quraysh — the great Arab tribe
descending from Ibrahim a3l 4le —
became the leading tribe and rulers of
Makkah. From among them came the
Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad 4 =
alusasle who restored the true religion
and revived the way of Ibrahim 4le
?M‘.

And the Prophet alu s 4de & Jla said
about Makkah:

“By Allah, you are surely the best land
of Allah and the most beloved land of
Allah to Allah Himself. Had I not been
driven out from you, I would never have
left you.”



