Khutba 2025-12-12 - Sheikh Nazim meets Pope Benedict -E
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Qabla ba‘di as-sanawati waqga‘at
‘ala Jazirati Qubrusa mulaqatun
gasiratun bayna al-babaBinediktus
as-sadis ‘ashar wa-baynaa$ shaykh
Nazim al-Qubrusi— qaddasa Alla-
hu sirrahu — wa-kanat liga’an
latifan bayna rajulayni shaykhayn
azhara fthi al-ihtirama wa-l-maw-
addata li-ba“dihima al-ba“di bi-
‘inaqin. Faqala as-shaykh: “Ana
rajulun shadidu al-kibari 1 as-
sinni.” Fagala al-baba: “Wa-ana
aydan rajulun shadidu al-kibari f1
as-sinni.”

Wa-qad ta’aththara an-nas min
ahli ad-diyanatayni ta’aththuran
‘amiqan, bal farihii farahan
shadidan, ghayra anna qillatan
mina al-muslimina zanni
annahum yajibu an yu annibiias-
shaykhali-annahii ‘anaqaal-baba.
Wa-li-ha’ula’i wa-man yufakkiru
mithlahum naqiilu ma yalt:

Laysa faqat anna Sayyidana ‘Isa
‘alayhi as-salam wa-ummuhu
Maryam ‘alayha as-salam
mu‘azzamani ‘inda al-muslimina
wa-fi 1-Qur’an, bal inna hunaka
ayatan dhata lafzin wadihin fi
hadha al-ma‘na:

-

Wa-la-tajidanna aqrabahum
mawaddatan li-lladina amanutal-
ladinaqalti inna nasara.

Dhalika bi-anna minhum qissisina
wa-ruhbanan wa-annahum la
yastakbirtin.  (5:82)
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A few years ago, there was

a brief encounter in Cyprus
between Pope Benedict XVI and
Sheikh Nazim al-Qubrust — qadda-
sa Alla-hu sirrahu —

a sweet meeting between two old
men who expressed their mutual
respect and affection with a hug.

(*)

Sheikh Efendi: ‘I am a very old
man.’ Pope Benedict: ‘I am also a
very old man.’

People of both religions were
deeply moved and overjoyed, only
a few Muslims felt they had to
reproach the Sheikh for embracing
the Pope. —

To you and all who think
similarly, let the following be
said:

Not only are Sayyidina Isa
alayhi s-salam and his mother
Maryam ‘alayha as-salam

highly respected among Muslims
and in the Qur‘an,

there is also a passage that reads
as follows:

-

“You will surely find that those
who are closest in friendship to the
believers are those who say, “We
are Christians.” This is because
there are priests and monks among
them, and they are not arrogant.’

(*) conf.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ULgGMfl1r3lo



