Khutba 2025-09-19 — You are my Choice — E
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Kana al-khalifatu al-qawiyu Hartinu ar-
Rashidu lahu mustasharun yakrimuhu bi-
hikmatihi, wa dhalika li-ghayrat ba“di afradi
al-hurami alladhina kanii yagha-riina minhu.

Wa yawman qala al-khalifatu lil-huka-ma’i
al-mujtami‘m: «Ya asdiqa’t, ana udhinu
lakum al-yawma an ta’khudhii kulla ma
tuhibbiinahu min gasri». Fa sara‘i jami‘an li-
ya’khudhii al-jawahir wa al-dhahab wa al-
mafakhir al-thaminah.

Wa lakinna dhalika al-hakima wahdahu
tagaddama wa wada‘a yadahu ‘ala al-
sultan nafsih. Fa sa’alahu al-khaltfatu
mustaghriban: «Limadha lam ta’khudh
shay’an?» Fa ajaba: «Ya sayyidi al-
sultan, khiyari huwa anta». Fa barhana
annahu ahkamu jami‘ihim.

Wa nahnu aydan nakiinu juhhalan idha
ikhtarna hadhihi al-hayata aw talabna
jaza’aha — badala an nakhtara Allah
rabbana. Qala al- nablyyugﬁ,?’lg «Innt
a‘lamu anna ummat lan ta‘uda ila al-
kufr, wa lakinnt akhafu ‘alayhim an
yakhtérﬁ al-dunyap.

Qaliliina hum alladhina yakhtartina al-
rabb jalla jalalahu. Ikhtart Allah,
ajfasatanali kulla farhin wa khayrin
kamilin. Satakiini muntasirin, l1a
yadurrukum shay’, wa satakiint {7 al-
jannah abadan.

*
o
The mighty Caliph Harun ar-Rashid
had a counsellor whose wisdom he
greatly valued — a favor that aroused
the envy of others at court.

One day the Caliph said to the
assembled sages: “O my friends, today I
grant you the freedom to take from my
palace whatever you most desire.”

At once, they rushed to gather jewels,
gold, and precious treasures.

But that wise man stepped forward and
placed his hand upon the Sultan him-
self.“Why do you not take some-thing?”
the Caliph asked in astonishment.

“O my Lord,” he replied, “my choice is
you!” Thus he proved himself the wisest
of them all.

And are we not utterly foolishwhen we
choose this fleeting life or long for its
rewards instead of choosmg Him, our
Lord? For the Prophetgﬂéﬁ said:

“I know that my community will not
return to disbelief. But I fear that they
may choose this world.”

Very few are those who choose the Lord
jalla jalalahu. Choose Allah, and you
will attain every joy and perfect
goodness.You will be victorious,
nothing will harm you, and you will
abide forever in Paradise.



