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,God“ or ,Allah“ —E
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An-nas al-ladhina yada‘tna al-kutub
ad-dintyah ghaliban ma yas‘aliin:
Hal yajibu ‘alayya is‘ti‘'mal kalimat
,,God“ am kalimat ,,Allah*?

— Ma al-farq baynahuma?

Al-jawab bastt jiddan: ,,God* huwa
mustalah, wa yumkinuka an taqal
,»al-11ah* (f1 al-"ahd al-qadim) wala
yumkinuka an taqil ,,the Allah*
li‘anna Allah laysa mustalahan bal
huwa ism.

Al-mustalah huwa (bil-latintyah)
»conceptus communis®, ayy mujarrad
tasawwur lima huwa ‘am, yumkin an
yaq‘a tahtah kull shay’ mukhtalif wa
yajibu an yaq‘a tahtah.

Ya‘taqid ba‘d an al-mustalah shay’
a‘'la min al-ism, wa hadha
khata’.

‘Ala sabil al-mithal, idha kana
ladayya shajarah bliit amam baytt wa
usammiha ,,Mata Salam*®, wa idha
dhahabtu ilayha fT as-sabah wa
a‘anaktuha wa qultu: ,,Ya Mata
Salam, uhibbuki!* fa-hadha lahu
ma‘na mukhtalif tamaman, a‘maq
bikathir, law kuntu qad sannaf*tu
ash-shajarah amam bayti faqat taht
mustalah ,,shajarah blat“, ayy
mujarrad ‘amaliyyah mantiqiyah.

Hadha ya‘n1 anna mustalah Allah
yun‘tij fagat 1ahtthan mitan, wama
ism Allah yun‘tij imanan hayyan.

Ya Allah, nashkuru ka li‘annaka
lam tu‘tina mujarrad tasawwur
‘annaka, bal a‘taytana ismaka allatt
min khilaliht yumkinuna an natasil
bika fT ayyi waqt.
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People who make rellglous books
often ask:

Should I use the word ,,God* or the
word ,,Allah“?

—What is the difference?

It's quite simple: ,,God“ is a concept,
and you can say ,,the God“ (of the
Old Testament), but not ,,the Allah®,
because Allah is n

ot a concept,

but a name.

A concept is (in Latin) as a
»conceptus communis“ only an idea
of something general, under which
different individual things can and
must fall.

Some people believe that a concept is
something higher than a name. That
is wrong.

For example, if I have an oak tree in
front of my house that I call
»Methusalem®, and I go to it in the
morning, hug it and say: ,,O
Methusalem, I love you!,

then that has a completely

different, much deeper meaning than
if I simply subsume a tree in front of
my house under the concept of an
oak tree, which is just a logical
operation.

That means: The concept of God
only creates dead theology, but the
name of Allah creates living faith.

Ya Allah, we thank you that you
have not given us a concept of
yourself, but your name, through
which we can connect with you at
any time.



